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on an airplane they knew was a weapon— 
told their loved ones goodbye, told them 
they loved them, said a prayer, said, ‘‘Let’s 
roll,’’ drove the plane in the ground. 

They served something greater than 
themselves in life. They were willing to say, 
‘‘I will die to save somebody else.’’ Joanna 
was willing to say, ‘‘I will work. I will set 
aside myself, to serve somebody else.’’ And 
that’s my call to my fellow Americans. If 
you want to do some good, you can fight 
evil by loving a neighbor just like you’d 
like to be loved yourself. 

Now, out of the evil will come some 
good, because this is America. We are the 
greatest country, the greatest country, on 
the face of the Earth. It is my privilege 
to campaign for a Congressman of that 
great country, as the President of the great-
est country. 

God bless you all, and God bless Amer-
ica. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Sheraton Newark 
Airport Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to Maureen Ferguson, wife of Representa-
tive Ferguson; Jenna Welch, mother of First 
Lady Laura Bush; DeForest ‘‘Buster’’ 
Soaries, candidate for New Jersey’s 12th 
Congressional District; State Senator Joseph 
M. Kyrillos, Jr., chairman, New Jersey Re-
publican Party; and missionary Gracia 
Burnham, who, along with her husband, 
Martin, was held captive by the Abu Sayyaf 
terrorist group in the Philippines. Represent-
ative Ferguson was a candidate for reelection 
in New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Remarks on the Middle East 
June 24, 2002 

For too long, the citizens of the Middle 
East have lived in the midst of death and 
fear. The hatred of a few holds the hopes 
of many hostage. The forces of extremism 
and terror are attempting to kill progress 
and peace by killing the innocent, and this 
casts a dark shadow over an entire region. 
For the sake of all humanity, things must 
change in the Middle East. 

It is untenable for Israeli citizens to live 
in terror. It is untenable for Palestinians 
to live in squalor and occupation. And the 
current situation offers no prospect that life 
will improve. Israeli citizens will continue 
to be victimized by terrorists, and so Israel 
will continue to defend herself. And the 
situation of the Palestinian people will grow 
more and more miserable. 

My vision is two states living side by 
side in peace and security. There is simply 
no way to achieve that peace until all par-
ties fight terror. Yet, at this critical mo-

ment, if all parties will break with the past 
and set out on a new path, we can over-
come the darkness with the light of hope. 
Peace requires a new and different Pales-
tinian leadership, so that a Palestinian state 
can be born. 

I call on the Palestinian people to elect 
new leaders, leaders not compromised by 
terror. I call upon them to build a prac-
ticing democracy, based on tolerance and 
liberty. If the Palestinian people actively 
pursue these goals, America and the world 
will actively support their efforts. If the Pal-
estinian people meet these goals, they will 
be able to reach agreement with Israel and 
Egypt and Jordan on security and other 
arrangements for independence. 

And when the Palestinian people have 
new leaders, new institutions, and new se-
curity arrangements with their neighbors, 
the United States of America will support 
the creation of a Palestinian state whose 
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borders and certain aspects of its sov-
ereignty will be provisional until resolved 
as part of a final settlement in the Middle 
East. 

In the work ahead, we all have respon-
sibilities. The Palestinian people are gifted 
and capable, and I am confident they can 
achieve a new birth for their nation. A Pal-
estinian state will never be created by ter-
ror. It will be built through reform, and 
reform must be more than cosmetic change 
or a veiled attempt to preserve the status 
quo. True reform will require entirely new 
political and economic institutions, based 
on democracy, market economics, and ac-
tion against terrorism. 

Today, the elected Palestinian legislature 
has no authority, and power is concentrated 
in the hands of an unaccountable few. A 
Palestinian state can only serve its citizens 
with a new constitution which separates the 
powers of government. The Palestinian Par-
liament should have the full authority of 
a legislative body. Local officials and gov-
ernment ministers need authority of their 
own and the independence to govern effec-
tively. 

The United States, along with the Euro-
pean Union and Arab states, will work with 
Palestinian leaders to create a new constitu-
tional framework and a working democracy 
for the Palestinian people. And the United 
States, along with others in the inter-
national community, will help the Palestin-
ians organize and monitor fair, multiparty 
local elections by the end of the year, with 
national elections to follow. 

Today, the Palestinian people live in eco-
nomic stagnation, made worse by official 
corruption. A Palestinian state will require 
a vibrant economy, where honest enterprise 
is encouraged by honest government. 

The United States, the international 
donor community, and the World Bank 
stand ready to work with Palestinians on 
a major project of economic reform and 
development. The United States, the EU, 
the World Bank, the International Mone-
tary Fund are willing to oversee reforms 

in Palestinian finances, encouraging trans-
parency and independent auditing. And the 
United States, along with our partners in 
the developed world, will increase our hu-
manitarian assistance to relieve Palestinian 
suffering. 

Today, the Palestinian people lack effec-
tive courts of law and have no means to 
defend and vindicate their rights. A Pales-
tinian state will require a system of reliable 
justice to punish those who prey on the 
innocent. 

The United States and members of the 
international community stand ready to 
work with Palestinian leaders to establish 
finance—establish, finance, and monitor a 
truly independent judiciary. 

Today, Palestinian authorities are encour-
aging, not opposing, terrorism. This is unac-
ceptable. And the United States will not 
support the establishment of a Palestinian 
state until its leaders engage in a sustained 
fight against the terrorists and dismantle 
their infrastructure. This will require an ex-
ternally supervised effort to rebuild and re-
form the Palestinian security services. The 
security system must have clear lines of 
authority and accountability and a unified 
chain of command. 

America is pursuing this reform, along 
with key regional states. The world is pre-
pared to help. 

Yet ultimately, these steps toward state-
hood depend on the Palestinian people and 
their leaders. If they energetically take the 
path of reform, the rewards can come 
quickly. If Palestinians embrace democracy, 
confront corruption, and firmly reject ter-
ror, they can count on American support 
for the creation of a provisional state of 
Palestine. With a dedicated effort, this state 
could rise rapidly, as it comes to terms 
with Israel, Egypt, and Jordan on practical 
issues such as security. The final borders, 
the capital, and other aspects of this state’s 
sovereignty will be negotiated between the 
parties as part of a final settlement. Arab 
states have offered their help in this proc-
ess, and their help is needed. 
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I’ve said in the past that nations are ei-
ther with us or against us in the war on 
terror. To be counted on the side of peace, 
nations must act. Every leader actually 
committed to peace will end incitement to 
violence in official media and publicly de-
nounce homicide bombings. Every nation 
actually committed to peace will stop the 
flow of money, equipment, and recruits to 
terrorist groups seeking the destruction of 
Israel, including Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and 
Hezbollah. Every nation actually committed 
to peace must block the shipment of Ira-
nian supplies to these groups and oppose 
regimes that promote terror, like Iraq. And 
Syria must choose the right side in the 
war on terror by closing terrorist camps 
and expelling terrorist organizations. 

Leaders who want to be included in the 
peace process must show by their deeds 
an undivided support for peace. And as we 
move toward a peaceful solution, Arab 
states will be expected to build closer ties 
of diplomacy and commerce with Israel, 
leading to full normalization of relations be-
tween Israel and the entire Arab world. 

Israel also has a large stake in the success 
of a democratic Palestine. Permanent occu-
pation threatens Israel’s identity and de-
mocracy. A stable, peaceful Palestinian state 
is necessary to achieve the security that 
Israel longs for. So I challenge Israel to 
take concrete steps to support the emer-
gence of a viable, credible Palestinian state. 

As we make progress towards security, 
Israel forces need to withdraw fully to posi-
tions they held prior to September 28, 
2000. And consistent with the rec-
ommendations of the Mitchell committee, 
Israeli settlement activity in the occupied 
territories must stop. 

The Palestinian economy must be al-
lowed to develop. As violence subsides, 
freedom of movement should be restored, 
permitting innocent Palestinians to resume 
work and normal life. Palestinian legislators 
and officials, humanitarian and international 
workers must be allowed to go about the 
business of building a better future. And 

Israel should release frozen Palestinian rev-
enues into honest, accountable hands. 

I’ve asked Secretary Powell to work in-
tensively with Middle Eastern and inter-
national leaders to realize the vision of a 
Palestinian state, focusing them on a com-
prehensive plan to support Palestinian re-
form and institution-building. 

Ultimately, Israelis and Palestinians must 
address the core issues that divide them 
if there is to be a real peace, resolving 
all claims and ending the conflict between 
them. This means that the Israeli occupa-
tion that began in 1967 will be ended 
through a settlement negotiated between 
the parties, based on U.N. Resolutions 242 
and 338, with Israeli withdrawal to secure 
and recognized borders. 

We must also resolve questions con-
cerning Jerusalem, the plight and future of 
Palestinian refugees, and a final peace be-
tween Israel and Lebanon, and Israel and 
a Syria that supports peace and fights ter-
ror. 

All who are familiar with the history of 
the Middle East realize that there may be 
setbacks in this process. Trained and deter-
mined killers, as we have seen, want to 
stop it. Yet the Egyptian and Jordanian 
peace treaties with Israel remind us that 
with determined and responsible leader-
ship, progress can come quickly. 

As new Palestinian institutions and new 
leaders emerge, demonstrating real per-
formance on security and reform, I expect 
Israel to respond and work toward a final 
status agreement. With intensive effort by 
all, this agreement could be reached within 
3 years from now. And I and my country 
will actively lead toward that goal. 

I can understand the deep anger and 
anguish of the Israeli people. You’ve lived 
too long with fear and funerals, having to 
avoid markets and public transportation, 
and forced to put armed guards in kinder-
garten classrooms. The Palestinian Author-
ity has rejected your offered hand and traf-
ficked with terrorists. You have a right to 
a normal life. You have a right to security, 
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and I deeply believe that you need a re-
formed, responsible Palestinian partner to 
achieve that security. 

I can understand the deep anger and 
despair of the Palestinian people. For dec-
ades you’ve been treated as pawns in the 
Middle East conflict. Your interests have 
been held hostage to a comprehensive 
peace agreement that never seems to come, 
as your lives get worse year by year. You 
deserve democracy and the rule of law. You 
deserve an open society and a thriving 
economy. You deserve a life of hope for 
your children. An end to occupation and 
a peaceful, democratic Palestinian state may 
seem distant, but America and our partners 
throughout the world stand ready to help— 
help you make them possible as soon as 
possible. 

If liberty can blossom in the rocky soil 
of the West Bank and Gaza, it will inspire 
millions of men and women around the 
globe who are equally weary of poverty and 
oppression, equally entitled to the benefits 
of democratic government. 

I have a hope for the people of Muslim 
countries. Your commitments to morality 

and learning and tolerance led to great his-
torical achievements, and those values are 
alive in the Islamic world today. You have 
a rich culture, and you share the aspirations 
of men and women in every culture. Pros-
perity and freedom and dignity are not just 
American hopes or Western hopes. They 
are universal, human hopes. And even in 
the violence and turmoil of the Middle 
East, America believes those hopes have 
the power to transform lives and nations. 

This moment is both an opportunity and 
a test for all parties in the Middle East, 
an opportunity to lay the foundations for 
future peace, a test to show who is serious 
about peace and who is not. The choice 
here is stark and simple. The Bible says, 
‘‘I have set before you life and 
death . . . therefore choose life.’’ The time 
has arrived for everyone in this conflict to 
choose peace and hope and life. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:47 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 

Remarks to Firefighters and Displaced Families in Eagar, Arizona 
June 25, 2002 

The President. Thank you. It’s nice to 
see you. I’m sorry we’re doing so under 
these circumstances. But I want you to 
know that a lot of people in our country 
are pulling for you. They understand the 
suffering that families are going through 
because of worry about your most precious 
possession, your home. They understand 
that a lot of you are living in tents when 
you’d rather be in your own bed. They 
cry for you, and they hurt with you. And 
I’m here to say on behalf of the American 
people, God bless you. 

I want to thank Governor Hull for 
being—she called me a couple of days ago, 

and she said, ‘‘This is really bad. You’ve 
got to understand how bad these fires are. 
We’re kind of used to fires out west, but 
this is the biggest of all big fires.’’ And 
I appreciate her leadership. I appreciate 
her concern. 

See, my job and her job is to make sure 
that all resources are coordinated and fun-
neled to help the people. That’s what we’re 
here to do. And the Governor is committed 
to that, and as am I. And that’s why I 
brought my man, Joe Allbaugh. Where is 
he? There he is. 

Audience member. Right here. 
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